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13th Clinical AAC Research (CAAC) Conference

The AAC Winter Forums and Dialogues

Bringing clinicians, researchers and AAC speakers together

December 1-11, 2020 - Program-at-a-Glance

Virtual Conference Hosted by

Department of Communication Science and Disorders

School of Health and Rehabilitation Science

University of Pittsburgh

Opening of Virtual Conference
Attendees will have access to the pre-recorded session presentations starting on December 1, 2020 prior to the live virtual discussions accompanying each presentation topic.  Virtual discussions start on December 3, 2020. The asynchronous (pre-recorded) presentations can be viewed at attendees’ convenience. The virtual meetings will be at 7:30 pm EST for a live discussion about the presentation content.

CONFERENCE EVENTS

OPENING SESSIONS
Welcome Address from Bernard Rousseau, Chair, Department of Communication Science and Disorders, School of Health and Rehabilitation Science, University of Pittsburgh. 
Session A1: Peeling Off Masks! AAC Clinical Research Reflections on Priorities and Barriers (1 hour)
Presenter:  Katya Hill, PhD, CCC-SLP 

An overview of the conference sessions challenges attendees to ask meaningful questions about the theory base and hypothesis testing supporting innovations to AAC technology and treatment for individuals with complex communication needs across the lifespan.  As we consider AAC research priorities, let’s peel off what’s masking our capacity to achieve those priorities.  What dependent and independent variables are being identified and manipulated to evaluate AAC technology performance and the outcomes of treatment?  Is the expectation that clinicians are applying the principles of evidence-based practice enough to ensure that clinicians are making theory-based, data-driven decisions, especially if research evidence does not match clinical and personal evidence that is collected by clinicians?  Is AAC product marketing influencing research and clinical practice without consideration of theory, the best evidence, and performance and outcomes data?  Attendees are encouraged to reflect on their approach and framework(s) for setting research priorities and appraising evidence. 
Session A2: Research Directions Driven by AAC Speakers:  Hear Our Voices  

Presenter:  Chris Klein 

The promise of AAC has been for an improved quality of life, but for that truly to happen outcome individuals with disabilities require expressive communication technology and interventions that result in optimized communication.  This means research needs to investigate the technology factors that influence communication performance.  Clinicians, AAC speakers and families look to research that offers technology innovations.  However, meaningful research must systematically compare the performance difference among technology features providing data that supports a true advancement.  Otherwise, we are left with a series of research studies without a trajectory toward optimizing communication or improving the quality of life for individuals with disabilities across the lifespan. 

Conference Reception & Virtual Panel Discussion (60 minutes) December 4, 2020
Moderator:  Chris Klein
Join our virtual reception and panel discussion led by Chris Klein with your favorite beverage in hand. Chris will toss some questions out to attendees about driving AAC research based on AAC speaker priorities to start a dialog among stakeholders about advancing research initiatives and technology/treatment innovations. 
PRE-RECORDED SHORT COURSE AND VIRTUAL DISCUSSION
Advanced Level Short Course: Aphasia and AAC Technologies
(3 one-hour presentations with discussions)
Short Course Moderator:  Dr. Richard Steele, PhD 
Session B01 (1 hour recorded) – Consumer Perspectives on Aphasia & AAC treatment
Consumer technologies effectively to address the complex of issues facing a person with aphasia (PWA) go back only a few decades, to the 1984 introduction of the Apple Macintosh.  We briefly revisit what AAC for a PWA looked like at that outset, and then hear modern stories of aphasia rehabilitation from several PWA themselves.  
Presenters: 

· Tom Broussard (www.strokeeducator.com) describes his perspective as a PWA upon discharge from outpatient stroke rehabilitation after 30 sessions with a speech therapist, and his long-term goals and strategies for the decades to come.  
· Ted Baxter (www.tedwbaxter.com), another PWA, tells of his current AAC-supported activities that have promoted ongoing improvement for himself and others. 
· Bob Barron, a person with severe expressive aphasia, shows how he uses a speech generating device (SGD) to communicate and get tasks done, and his wife Julie describes how it has increased not only his independence, but hers also.  These PWA are de facto domain experts, and they have important lessons to impart about AAC technologies and aphasia rehabilitation.
Session B02 (1 hour recorded) – Aphasia and AAC Outcome Research and Clinical Perspectives
The second hour is divided into two parts.  In Part One the course organizer, Richard Steele, PhD, presents in-depth analyses of outcome data from PWA who used Speech Generating Devices ​– that is, high-tech AAC technologies for PWA – late in the period of chronic aphasia.  The results document strikingly large and widespread improvements in unaided speech-language-communication performance in many such PWA – a change considered unlikely until SGD outcomes research began less than 25 years ago.  In addition, statistical analyses around clinical syndromes reveal a complex layering of improvement patterns, which point to new opportunities for using patient intake assessment data prognostically, and therapeutically, in AAC interventions.  The second part of Session 02 features an interview with a specialist who evaluates adults with acquired communication disorders as candidates for the reimbursed acquisition of Speech Generating Devices as medically necessary communicative equipment.  
Presenters:  

· Richard Steele, PhD is the founder of Lingraphica. As the company’s Chief Scientist, he is responsible for the Lingraphica’s treatment technology as well as the research on its effectiveness. Prior to founding Lingraphica, he was a Research Health Scientist at the Rehabilitation Research and Development Center of the Palo Alto VA Medical Center. He holds a BS in Physics from Stanford University and an MA and PhD in Slavic Languages and Linguistics from Harvard University. He holds three U.S. patents related to rehabilitation.
· Andy Jinks, MA, CCC-SLP, ATP provides AAC services through the Assistive Technology Center. University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. He discusses how high-technologies for PWA have evolved over the decades, described his approach to evaluating and qualifying clients for acquisition of their personal SGDs, and highlights which technological capabilities in today’s SGDs which may be beneficial for PWA clients.

Session B03 (1 hour recorded) – Aphasia and AAC Research Perspectives 

Session 03 features interviews with representatives of the many organizations, institutions, groups, and initiatives that contribute to creating the spaces in the world where PWA can successfully engage and rewardingly participate in life activities that matter to them.  
Presenters:

· Audrey Holland, PhD, CCC-SLP, and Andrew Gomory, MS, CEO of Lingraphica.  Audrey – whose contributions to aphasia assessment and rehabilitation are foundational – and Andrew – successful computer scientist, technology developer, and business entrepreneur – represent important complementary perspectives in the successful development and dissemination of AAC technologies for PWA.  We’ll explore what each has learned from the other over the years.
· Prof. Brian MacWhinney, PhD and his colleague Davida Fromm, PhD from Carnegie Mellon University, discuss the vision, implementation, and uses of AphasiaBank – an ever-growing database of demographic-, assessment-, and performance-data on PWA available to academics, researchers, and clinicians free of charge to support their initiatives.  

· Prof. Nina Simmons-Mackie, PhD, CCC-SLP, Professor Emerita from the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Southeastern Louisiana University, researcher, author, founding member of the Academy of Neurologic Communication Sciences and Disorders, and founding President of Aphasia Access, which promotes the Life Participation Approach to Aphasia.  She discusses how professionals who provide services to persons with aphasia have used communication technologies not only to empower their clients but to facilitate communication among themselves to improve their expertise and service delivery.
· Prof. Sarah Wallace, PhD, CCC-SLP, faculty member in the Speech-Language Pathology Department at Duquesne University, researcher, author, board member of Aphasia Access, and Virtual Connections participant.  She will speak – among other things – to the challenges of educating students about AAC in a world where technological capabilities expand exponentially, and AAC offerings proliferate at ever-increasing rates.  

Virtual Discussion (60 minutes) on December 3, 2020
*****************************************************************************
PRE-RECORDED TOPIC SESSIONS AND VIRTUAL DISCUSSIONS

Topic 1: Pediatrics and AAC (1 hour recorded)

Presenters:  Tom Kovacs, PhD, Fillip Loncke, PhD, Erin Boggs & Danielle Garrett
Moderators: Tom Kovacs, PhD and Filip Loncke, PhD
Session C04: Cognitive and developmental processes involved in learning and using words and grammatical morphemes on AAC systems.
This strand will report on hypotheses and research projects that attempt to analyze the cognitive effort and developmental processes involved with learning to use an AAC system. Projects investigating both lexical learning (vocabulary learning) and development of grammatical morphology will be presented. The results indicate that one needs to distinguish between initial learning and more advanced familiarization of the system. The results also indicate that the developmental language skills of children who use AAC should be considered in context with evidence on spoken language development. Implication for intervention will be discussed.

Virtual Discussion (60 minutes) on December 8, 2020
Topic 2: Research and clinical practice in AAC (1 hour recorded)
Presenters and Moderators: Lauren Bonnet, PhD, CCC-SLP & Jane Quarles, MA, CCC-SLP
Session C05: Bridge between research and clinical practice in AAC
Research-to-practice gaps exist due to lapses in communication and partnership between researchers and practitioners, lack of knowledge in navigating Institutional Review Board (IRB) process, service delivery issues, poor financing, and poor support in some workplaces. Practitioners will have an opportunity to ask researchers questions about their clinical research questions, study design, and navigating the IRB process. Researchers will have an opportunity to ask practitioners about critical issues facing their clients, recommendations for improved generalization, and make connections with potential research partners and participants.

In this strand, the presenters have created space for researchers and practitioners to collaborate on potential research ideas and questions. Participants will engage in a dynamic planning process for intervention research including asking and answering questions to lead the practitioner through completing a potential IRB protocol. During a real time working session together, practitioners will get feedback and an opportunity to ask questions to experienced researchers about how to improve their proposed research proposal. The intention of this guided proposal process is to support practitioners to engage in rigorous research, discuss relevant and practical issues in conducting research in clinical settings, improve the researcher-practitioner collaboration, and develop and expand intervention research in the field of AAC.
Virtual Discussion (60 minutes) on December 9, 2020

Session C06:  Closing Conference Event: Dr. Lyle L. Lloyd Forum (1 hour recorded)
Forum Address: Stand Up, Speak Out: Lessons in Justice Related to Multiculturalism and AAC

L. L. Lloyd Honoree Speaker:  Ovetta Harris, PhD, CCC-SLP Howard University
Presenters and Moderators: Devon Dee Mbappe, MA, CCC-SLP & Beverly Khabo, MA, MS, CCC-SLP
Service provision related to augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) is dynamic and multifaceted in nature.  Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) have acknowledged the provision of services to persons with complex communication needs (CCN) from culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) backgrounds who need AAC present significant professional obstacles (Light & McNaughton, 2012).  In the United States (US), there are many clients from CLD backgrounds who require AAC services but there are not enough clinicians who possess the necessary competencies to provide services with fidelity and finesse.   As suggested by Soto (2018), appropriate AAC service delivery to clients from CLD backgrounds requires not only suitable and applicable technologies but also evidence-based practice intervention approaches that have been proven to be efficacious and effectual with particular/specific populations.  It is widely known that it is very difficult, and close to impossible, for researchers and clinicians to know all the languages and cultures of the clients whom they serve at any given time.  Nonetheless, it is plausible to build an environment where clients are viewed as a whole regardless of their culture or language, where various linguistic practices are included and legitimized, where there are resources not only in different communication modalities but presented in a variety of languages, and where clients and their families feel proud of their home language and culture.  This presentation will describe cultural considerations for researchers/academicians, SLPs, and AAC specialists when servicing persons from CLD backgrounds who require AAC.   Lastly, the infrastructure and supports that are essential to deliver a range of AAC services (i.e., pre-cultural competence, cultural mistrust, rapport building and counseling, culturally divergent views of disability, buy-in and acceptance of AAC, and accessibility factors) specific to persons from CLD backgrounds will be discussed.
Virtual Discussion (60 minutes) December 10, 2020
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